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The biodiversity challenge



EU policy context
Systemic and ambitious 
8th Environmental Action Programme

European Green Deal 
Biodiversity Strategy 2030   Climate Law

European Commission has identified foresight as a 
key tool to support the EU’s new transformative 
agenda

EEA strategy vision: “to enable a sustainable Europe 
through trsuted and actionable knowledge for 
informed decision making on priorities and 
solutions, in line with Europe’s policy ambitions



• Directives reporting from member 
states – nature, freshwater, 
marine

• 8th EAP, European Green Deal
• Biodiversity Strategy to 2030 –

protection and restoration agenda
• Drivers of change – pollution, 

climate change, land use change
• Socio-economics, natural capital 

accounting and sustainable 
finance

• Built upon partnerships and 
networks

EEA Natural Capital 
and Ecosystems



What kind of information do we need to support EU 
policy & targets?

• Complex systems require innovation across 
multiple levers of change: Protecting biodiversity 
and ecosystems requires a mix of different 
measures across different levers of change: strict 
protection, steering investment and developing 
ecosystem-based management in the land use 
sectors, fisheries etc.

• Realising the potential of new sources of 
information   spatial and temporal data

• And also…disrupting our assumptions of what will 
be…

• Resetting the rules, 

• Rethinking our notions of value, 

• shifting our mindsets to embrace the long-term



EEA’s work on Futures, Foresight and Forward Looking studies

• National Reference Centre on 
Foreward Looking Information Services 
(NRC FLIS) since 2007 provides a 
knowledge, skills and methodological 
experience on futures analysis 
and foresight studies to support 
policy making in addressing complex 
and long term challenges.

• Foresight 4 Action programme

• Experimenting with integrating futures 
and foresight into assessment 



…but our 
challenges

Foresight has not yet become an 
integral part of EEA reports and 
processes

• Integration and value in EEA 
assessments

• Capacities, resource demands 
and processes

• How can the EEA best utilise the 
potential of foresight in 
integrated assessments?


